ETNA BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

TUESDAY, February 17“'w 2026, at 7:30 P.M
For approval on March 17", 2026

The regular meeting of the Etna Borough Council was held on February 17", 2026. President
Gabriel presided and called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called, and members present were
Mrs. Seeley, Ms. Semler, Ms. Schaefer, Mr. Lynn, Mr. Miller, Mrs. Rothmeyer-McElhaney, Mr. Trader,
Mr. Iannuzzi, and President Gabriel. Also present were Manager Ramage, Solicitor Rushford, Mayor
Tuiién, Mary Beth Birks, Police Chief Rodman, Gateway Engineer Adam Gephart, Assistant Fire Chief
Todd Lunn, Shaler Hampton EMS Executive Director Eric Schmidt, Public Works Director Joe Balistrieri
and Junior Council person Grace Helbling was absent. There was one individual attending Zoom.

Mayor Tufién led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Minutes from January 20" were presented to Council and accepted with no additions,
corrections, or deletions.

A motion to accept and file the Treasurer’s Report was made by Councilman Iannuzzi and
seconded by Councilman Lynn. Motion carried.

Fund 01 General Account $ 595,487.56
Fund 05 Education Account $ 292.74
Fund 03 Payroll Account $ 1,164.87
Fund 04 Police Fund $ 22,538.19
Fund 21 Hockey $ 8,170.01
Fund 33 Christmas $ 6,891.11
Fund 34 Etna Senior Center Fund $ 1,343.34
Fund 35 Liquid Fuels Account $ 6,431.55
Fund 36 War Memorial Fund 3 5,967.58
Fund 42 Capital Reserve $ 356,631.19
Fund 44 Sewer Account $ 145,379.40
Fund 48 Etna Green Streetscape A 1.00
Fund 51 Fire Escrow Account $ 39.605.02
Fund 55 Etna Center for Community $ 103.97
PLGIT PLGIT — New Municipal Complex $ 1,780,872.21

A check register by fund (bills already paid) as well as outstanding accounts payable (bills due)
were given to each member of Council.

Total Owed $  1,071,945.97
Total Bills Paid $ 683.171.82
Total Balance Due $ 388,774.15

A motion to pay the bills was made by Councilwoman Rothmeyer-McElhaney and seconded by
Councilwoman Seeley. Motion carried.

Police Chief’s Report

Police Chief Rodman provided his monthly report which included: Police Stats for the month, next Police
committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 3", 2026, at 7 p.m., everyone completed the January
and February training and now planning the April/May Firearm’s training.

Engineer’s Report

Engineer Adam Gephart provided the monthly report which included the following: Source Flow
Reduction Consent Order Compliance, 51 Bridge Street Development Plan Review and Stormwater
Applications, Dewey & Spring Street Sewer Separation Project, Streetscape Phase 4, Streetscape Phase
5.1, Streetscape Phase 5.2, 2025 Main Street Maters Grant Application, Etna 2026 MS4 Program,
Borough Demolitions, Kittanning Street Demolition, and LSA Grant Application

Mr. Gephart from Gateway Engineers recommends awarding the lowest bidder for Street Scape IV, to W.
A. Hoy Construction, Inc.
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Public Works Directors Report

Public Works Director Joe Balistrieri submitted his monthly report which included: performed snow
removal on all borough owned properties, municipal facilities, and roadways, removed piled and
obstructive snow accumulations and maintained safe pedestrian and vehicular access, completed
scheduled garbage can collection services, inspected all storm grates borough wide, cleared debris to
ensure proper drainage and reduce flooding risk, constructed routine facility inspections across all
borough buildings, addressed minor maintenance issues as identified, preformed equipment repairs and
preventative maintenance to ensure fleet readiness and reliability, and responded to emergency service
calls as needed

Councilwoman Semler thanked the public works and Mr. Balistrieri for all they did with the snow and
added that the borough is lucky to have a great crew.

Fire Department Report

Etna Volunteer Fire Department (EVFD) Assistant Chief Lunn provided the monthly report which
included: 26 Medical, 13 Hazardous Situation, 7 Fire, 5 Rescue, 10 Public Service, 13 Non-Emergency,
and a total of seventy-four calls for the month. Training attended for this month was K9 Training, 102’s

Rescue Walk Around, WMD Hazmat, Structural Collapse Specialist, Hazmat Awareness, and CPR / First
Aid Training, Fundraising — Cash Bash

Hampton Shaler EMS Report

Hampton Shaler EMS Director Eric Schmidt provided his monthly report which included the following
information: 73 total calls for the month, the least calls were on January 18™ and the most calls were
received on January 7%, this month most of the patients went to UPMC Passavant McCandless, and the
least went to UPMC Children’s Hospital

Mr. Schmidt said that there were seventy-three calls for the month, which was high for Etna and 590 calls
for service for the month for HSEMS. There were 296 calls to the Shaler Station, 142 calls to Hampton
Station and thirty-five to Hampton post. The HSEMS 2026 subscription was sent out to all the email
subscribers which is over five hundred. The rest of the subscription letters will be sent out in the mail
soon. He thanked the road crew during the snowstorm. The EMS did not have many calls but were staffed
just in case they were needed. He welcomed Councilwoman Rothmeyer-McElhaney to the Shaler Area
Emergency Medical Services board; the first meeting of the year was held last evening.

Solicitor’s Report

Solicitor Rushford submitted his monthly report which included: Kostov V. Reserve Police, Etna Police
and Officers in Their Official Capacities, 353 Butler Street Enforcement Notice, 353 Butler Street
Amusement Licenses, Gerber Floodplain, and a Guide to Board and Commissions.

Agenda
1. TCLB 37 Maplewood

President Gabriel said the Tri Cog Land Bank acquisition is done in the spring and fall. They clear the
titles on the properties and get them back on the market, or if the homes are too bad, they get them
demolished. A motion was made to move forward with TCLB with 37 Maplewood Street by
Councilwoman Semler and seconded by Councilwoman Rothmeyer-McElhaney. Motion carried.

2. Western PA Energy Consortium

President Gabriel said the Western PA Energy Consortium agreement is up for renewal, the current
contract ends on March 31%, 2026. Manager Ramage said the City of Pittsburgh, PWSA and other
communities are in this agreement which helps keep the rates lower. A motion was madeto give authority

for the proper officials to sign the agreement for the next calendar year by Councilman Lynn and
seconded by Councilwoman Schaefer. Motion carried.

3. Extension of Declaration of Disaster Emergency

President Gabriel said that the borough requested Extension of Declaration of Disaster Emergency caused
by the snowstorm. Manager Ramage said she has not received an email for Federal Assistance from
FEMA. The borough usually would have heard by now about what federal funding is available. FEMA

usually asks for estimates on the amount of money that has been spent, the borough is about $50,000 in
expenses at this time which is not budgeted.

4. Streetscape IV Bid Award
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President Gabriel said the bids were received by the North Hills Council of Government on January 29",
2026, for the Streetscape IV. Six qualified bids were received:; Gateway reviewed the bid packages and
recommended W. A. Hoy Construction Inc., which came in with the lowest bid in the amount of
$881,133.60. Manager Ramage said the $881,133.60 will be covered by the CDBG grant which was
$938,482.00. The grant does not cover the engineering cost so the borough will need to produce that cost.
Engineer Gephart said the Gateway has never collaborated with this company, so he called the three
references that the company supplied and was well recommended by the companies listed on their
references list. The project has already gone out on three bids and this time he changed the pipe for the
project and W. A. Hoy Construction Inc. is aware of the project and he anticipates this project to be
completed by June 30", 2026. A motion was made to award the constriction project for Streetscape IV to
W. Ad Hoy Construction Inc. by Councilwoman Semler and seconded by Councilman Trader. Motion
carried.

5. Vape Shops & Other

President Gabriel said next subject on the agenda is the vape shops. The borough has received some
feedback from some of the businesses. Mr. Snyder had produced a document with some ideas on how to
address the vape shop ordinance. He included in his report that these can be governed through the primary
ordinance for land use, which was the Zoning Ordinance which must follows the Pa Municipal Planning
Code whereby all communities have to incorporate ALL uses; but in Etna’s case, we share a zoning map
with Sharpsburg and Millvale Boroughs, so that the uses can be spread out over the three communities
and still meet the Planning Code. There are other aspects to consider when addressing amendments and
Zoning ordinances such as emerging issues on the horizon. Manager Ramage added that to amend the
zoning ordinance, it can be costly as it requires public meetings and advertisements. A document was
provided to all members of council on how this process occurs. She added that amending for one aspect
of an ordinance that was updated in 2019 may not be the most valuable use of time and dollars. She
suggests the borough hires a consultant who specializes in Zoning Ordinances, so that borough can do a
very thorough review and make one amendment that addresses all issues and concerns at one time. Mayor
Tufién said he sent an email to Borough Council and was concerned particularly around Vape Shops. The
borough has had them for many years, but they are changing what they are selling and how they are
marketing the shops. He added that you can also see the illumination of the lighting has changed on the
windows when you drive down Butler Street and see all the store windows and he went on to say that
what is represented on the windows of the business can be different then what they are selling. The
information that Brandon Reeg provided to council was information on Kratom and that is why he shared
the information that the FDA says about Kratom and the other publications. The borough received a letter
from Nick Farine also addressing another zoning concerns particularly around mini casinos and has
offered the borough some insight or ideas on how other municipalities particularly in the eastern side of
the state are dealing with these establishments. He would like to address these emerging vape shops and
the changes with these video machines with lighting that are in the borough and impacting our
community. The Mayor stated the borough has also heard in a letter from these two gentlemen and he has
received numerous phone calls, texts and personal conversations with residents that do not want to come
forward to council. This is a community concern and personally, he stated, the borough should always
listen to the concerns of the residents and business owners that have spoken directly to them about their
concerns around the changes they are seeing in the business district, and how they are investing in their
businesses. Brandon Reeg, a resident of Etna, addressed Council and said Etna is one of the best
communities around, has great business owners, there are people in the community that help the Mayor /
Council and Etna leads in any community around here in his opinion but he felt that the borough needs to
lead into some changes for our children. He went on to explain that Kratom is a synthetic opioid that is
marketed to children in the form of gummy worms, and energy shots and the DA classifieds it similar to
heroin but because it is not illegal, they just continue to use it and they are marketing it to our children
and this synthetic opioid the kids can get addicted to it. He felt strongly that the Borough make some
kind of change. He understands that it is not against the law, but Etna should be the one leading the
change. Nick Farine said his wife’s hair salon is a couple of doors down from the Skilled Game Shop and
they own the building with tenants that live on the upper floors. When a person came to him looking to
rent one of the units he asked about the skilled game shop that is open 24 hours, and they expressed
concerns about that. He added that while the owner claimed to be monitoring the establishment 24 hours
a day by camera, he had spent two hours at the Zoning Hearing meeting last week, and how could he have
been monitoring while he was here testifying just as Councilwoman Semler stated at the hearing. He
continued that someone could have gone into the building and something could have happened. He added
that nothing has happened yet so there was an ability to right this. He added that these are popping up
everywhere, if they were in the back of the business where you could not see them like Porky’s, E-Town,
and the old Alioto’s, which was fine. From a business owner’s standpoint, he continued, there are several
vacant store fronts, and it has been like this since they moved here several years ago and that is what you
see in a lot of low-end communities, places like this popping up that could even bring high crime. He said
he hopes the council really investigates changing some of these zoning ordinances. This video game shop
is supposed to be one thousand feet away from any library, which will be next to the library when it opens
and the same thing with the churches which are supposed to be one thousand feet from a church and there
is a church directly behind the shop. He felt that Etna’s zoning laws and ordinances are very outdated or
not worded correctly. Councilwoman Rothmeyer-McElhaney said thank you to both of you for your great
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research. President Gabriel thanked those who spoke this evening for sharing their concerns. She went on
to say that the borough wants to take the time with this process and correctly make the changes that are
needed. The borough would also need to schedule a public meeting for any changes to the Zoning
Ordinance as required by the Municipal Planning Code. She shared that the borough takes these concerns
seriously. Manager Ramage said thanked them for all the research on behalf of the borough. She stated
that the borough has multiple organizations that can reach out to like the State Boroughs Association for
samples of adopted ordinances around the state regarding these issues. She cautioned though that limiting
an amendment to one or two items could cause confusion down the road, as sometimes the amendments
are not referenced as they get separated from the entire Zoning Ordinance. She added that it was
expensive to do an entire zoning ordinance update, and that when this was completed in 2015, and
updated in 2019, it was done jointly with Millvale and Sharpsburg and totally funded through grants. It
was around $80,000.00. She added the borough needs to make sure we are not missing something or
something else that may be an emerging issue that we are not currently facing. Councilman Lynn asked if
DCED provides funding for this type of project. Manager Ramage responded that DCED does not
provide funding for technical assistance but for full updates they were an option. The original project was
funded by grants fromm DCED, Local Government Academy and Allegheny County (Allegheny Places).
Mayor Tufidn said one of the borough’s other action that could be taken swifily as he thinks it is
unfortunate that we are working borough by borough , township by township when this could be done on
a State level and perhaps Etna should reach out to State Representatives Lindsay Powell, Senator Lindsey
Williams and let them know that the borough has a concerns at the municipal level having to deal with
these issues. He asked council to consider whether they would join him in a letter and use this moment for
advocacy, which is what our residents are saying. Etna can start the conversation on the state level to
collaborate on these two issues. Council affirmed that it was in full support of this approach. President
Gabriel said a Bill was on the table at the state level in February about Kratom and a letter of support
sounded like a great idea. Solicitor Rushford said there is also a Bill in committee at the state level for
mini casinos. Nick Farine stated the borough’s ordinance says five or more machines and one of the
ordinances says something different, so it depends on what ordinance you are looking at. Manager
Ramage said again that is because portions of the original ordinance were amended as time went on and
this is the concern she was expressing earlier, about amendments sometimes get separated out and it gets
confusing to both staff and those who look up ordinances online on the borough’s website. She added that
amendments only change portions or sections of an ordinance and you need to review all the ordinances,
including those that amend the original ordinance. She proposed that the borough repeal the entire
ordinance and make one new one that includes all the amendments and more updated information. She
added that this could also be done immediately and did not require a special public meeting like the o
Zoning amendments would. Nick Farine said he initially came to the meeting because there was no retail
in the store front of this casino and that the owner sells online and no one is in the store front. Manager
Ramage said that is why he has been denied and why they applied for the variance. She went on to say
that the issue was not how the ordinance was worded, the individual put one thing on the application and
did another, which has nothing to do with the ordinances. She stated that the owner had stated he was
opening a candy store in the front, and the machines were to be in the back. Manager Ramage said his
original application was for a small candy store, you cannot legislate when they are not accurate on their

application. President Gabriel said she checked with the solicitor and the council can proceed with the
letter.
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6. Police Pension Board Minutes

President Gabriel said the Police Pension Board met on January 29" and the minutes from the meeting
were given to council for review in their recent packet. She stated that the end balance for 2025 was
$4,466,480.54 with an interest rate of 12.3 % which was up by 126%. A motion was made to receive and

file the minutes by the Police Pension Board by Councilman Trader and seconded by Councilwoman
Rothmeyer-McElhaney. Motion carried.

7. Appointments / Reappointments

President Gabriel then made the following appointments to the various commissions and board that had
vacancies: Sam Concelman to the Zoning Hearing Board with his tern ending December 31%, 2031, Diane
Sheriden to the Planning Commission as Alternate until December 31%, 2031, and Dena Stanley to a
three-year term to the Human Resource Committee. A motion was made to accept the appointments by ‘
Councilman Lynn and seconded by Councilman Iannuzzi. Motion carried. o

8. One Way Study Meeting Rescheduled

President Gabriel said due to the snowstorm the meeting that was scheduled in January for the
Washington Street One-Way had to be rescheduled. The rescheduled date for the One-Way Study is going
to be Monday, March 23" at 7 p.m. at Fugh Hall. Manager Ramage said a letter will be sent to all

residents on Washington Street and all streets that are connected to Washington Street in the Borough of
Eina.

9. Garbage Contract — Option Year




Manager Ramage explained that the borough was in the last year of the garbage contract, and an option
year is part of the current contract for 2027. She stated that some of the other communities, such as Ross
and Hampton Townships, are NOT taking the option year. There were questions on whether any other
community in the contract could then take the option since the original contract was bid as either all take
Or no one can accept and award the contract. She asked the solicitor to review the original bid
specifications and contract. She explained once the contract was awarded, each community in the bid, had
to accept and sign their own contract. One negative thing for Etna for rebidding a new contract is that they
cannot go to automated trash collection with our dense, narrow streets. She added that the COG is trying
to stay out of the decision making as to if all or some can accept the option year is and was advised by
their solicitors that each community must see their own legal opinion. An email was sent out on February
5" from Waste Management that offered Etna Borough and any of the communities in the bid, to take
with option year with no price increase from this year. Manager Ramage asked Solicitor Rushford if he
could take another look at the contract for the option year and provide a written opinion to Council as to
whether they could take the option year. She added that having the extra year, with no price increase,
would allow time to investigate other options. She stated that CONNECT has a Materials Management
Committee that is exploring the idea of forming a Materials Management Authority. She stated they have
been discussing and working on this for a few years, as so many communities, not just those in the North
Hills COG bid, were only getting bids from Waste Management and they were all receiving the same
30% increase. Councilman Lynn asked why other communities afraid of using Waste Management as
their hauling company and wondered if there was something that they do not like in the contract or was it
Just the increase of 30%? She stated that it was a myriad of issues. Manager Ramage said with the
borough’s geography of many narrow streets and row houses, making automation is an issue and not an
attractive area for many of the waste haulers. She stated that many of the larger communities who could
do automation had concerns specifically around the bulk pickup being changed to once a month and the
limit of one can (unless the person purchases a second can). Councilwoman Seeley asked what parts of
the contract would make other communities to choose to go out on their own? Manager Ramage said it
had nothing to do with cost it has to do with bulk pick-up and added that the previous contact and some
other haulers provide unlimited bulk pick-up every week and as she stated the limit of one trash can per
household was an issue for several of the larger communities. She added that CONNECT hoped to have
this Authority in place for 2028, which would make the option year attractive as CONNECT was looking
at all the issues, perhaps combining all the smaller, dense communities together, both in the South Hills
and North Hills as that was an issue in the past, and putting all the larger communities who have the
capability of automation together. She added that if the borough would need to go out to bid, they should
be advertising by April 1* for time to react. Solicitor Rushford stated that he would give a written
opinion.

10. Police Pension

President Gabriel said that the borough will need another signer for the Police Pension fund as Mr. Becki
retired and appointed Vice President lannuzzi as the new signer on the account. A motion was made to
authorize Vice President Iannuzzi as the new signer on the Pension Board account by Councilwoman
Schaefer and seconded by Councilwoman Seeley. Motion carried.

11. Admin Committee

President Gabriel said the administration committee would like to schedule a meeting. The committee
consists of Councilman Lynn, Councilwoman Semler and Councilwoman Schaefer as well as the
Manager and herself. She set Friday, March 6™ at 10:30 a.m. for the meeting at the new building.

12. Green Building Alliance

President Gabriel said the Green Building Alliance choose the Borough of Etna for their Beacon Award to
be presented at this year’s Emerald Evening Gala Event on May 14", This will be an opportunity to share
highlights of the community and its remarkable revitalization. Manager Ramage said members from the
Green Building Alliance will be in the community doing video interviews with Megan Tuiién and herself
as included will be the Eco District and the Etna Center for Community. The award is being given for
sustainability practices, including our stormwater projects (streetscapes), the Etna Riverfront Park, and
our Eco District work.

Council / Mayor and Manager Reports:

Manager Ramage provided her monthly report which included: Dewey Street Separation/Alcosan Grow:
GEDTF Grant, Be Safe inspections/Code/Rental Inspection Services, Allegheny County Air Quality
Grant, Little Pine Creek Connector Trail Project update, Land Bank Application, 30 Pine Street School
Tax Bill, Trans Associates/Bridge & Freeport Streets Update, City of Bridges Land Trust Update-2
Bottomfield/27 Freeport Streets, CONNECT, LSA Grant, CRS/Records Management, North Hills COG,
and Get Solar/CONNECT
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Manager Ramage said the Tri-Boro put together a nice resource for all the food banks in the area. The
Street Skate will be held on Sunday the 22™ of February from 2 — 6 p.m. The news station said there
could be up to seven inches of snow on Sunday, so she called the company and put them on standby in
case the borough must cancel the event. She is still waiting to hear about the Allegheny County CDBG
Grant. The borough is going to opt in to the sewer project and continue with the program.

Council/Committee Members Reports

Councilwoman Seeley thanked the community and staff that came together during the snowstorm and the
group that went out and shoveled in the community. Congratulations on the Beacon Award.
Councilwoman Semler passed.

Councilwoman Schaefer passed.

Councilman Lynn passed.

Councilman Miller said it was nice to see everyone come together in this winter weather and do the best
they could. This was an intense storm.

Councilwoman Rothmeyer-McElhaney said the Firemen’s Cash Bash was successful. The Shaler Area
Emergency Medical Services meeting she attended last night went well. She said that the upcoming Street
Skate Deck Hockey will be making smores and that their new season starts on March 9" She asked if
anyone wished to help with the program to please reach out to her. She also thanked those who donated to
the Free Food Freezer or the Little Food Pantry located at Emmanuel Lutheran Church and invited
everyone to a Blessing Service to be held on March 8" at 11 a.m. at Emanual Lutheran Church.
Councilman Trader passed.

Councilman Iannuzzi passed.

President Gabriel said yoga has two more weeks left at First Congregational Church and the seed swap is
being held on March 8™ at the senior center. She added that their first workday is March 28" from 9 a.m.
to Noon and they will be installing the remaining raised garden beds. She said the clothing swap was a
tremendous success.

Manager Ramage said Ms. Helbling who was unable to make it to this evening’s meeting, but wanted to
tell everyone about the spring musical, Mamma Mia, with shows one March 6" — 8" and 13" — 14" @ 7
p.m. with Sunday March 8 featuring 2p.m. show.

Mayor Tufién said the whole borough was incredible during the recent snowstorm including Manager
Ramage and Cathy Bills who were at the borough taking all the phone calls in this intense storm, Chief
Rodman and Mr. Balistrieri who met daily meetings with the Manager to map out a plan and he added
that cannot imagine how many hours were put into this effort. He thanked everyone for their help
including council for helping with volunteer shoveling in the community. He addressed former Council
President Dave Becki, who was in attendance this evening, stating what a nice honor Mr. Becki had
received at the recent Allegheny County Borough’s Association dinner. He also thanked the independent
contractors for their help with the snow removal, who were all local. He thanked Councilwoman Gabriel
and Councilwoman Rothmeyer-McElhaney for the excellent job with the clothing swap and the potluck
dinner. He concluded that this has been a great month in Etna and how nice it was to see residents at the
meeting tonight, expressing their concerns and support for the borough. He asked everyone to save the
date for the Ribbon Cutting at the Center for Community on Saturday, July 25" at 10:00 a.m. and the rain
date will be Sunday, July 26" at 10 a.m.

Public Comment

Dave Becki thanked everyone that came to ACBA banquet.

A motion was made by Councilman Iannuzzi and seconded by Councilman Lynn to adjourn the regular
meeting of Etna Borough Council. Motion carried.

Time: 8:44 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Mary E%ﬁ Ramage, Secretary / Madager
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